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Το περιεχόμενο που δημιουργείται από AI ενδέχεται να είναι εσφαλμένο.]
International Conference of
 Balkan and Black Sea Regions

27-29 May, 2026 | Patras, Greece
Meeting Venue: W Events, Rio, Patras
Poseidonos & M. Alexandrou 25, Rio 265 04, Greece
				Working language: English

 AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY 27 MAY 2026  

	Morning / noon

	Transfers from Athens International Airport to Patras city 
Arrival of participants

	18:00 
	Transfer of participants to Achaia Clauss Winery  

	18:30 - 22:00

	18:30-19:30 - Guided tour of Achaia Clauss Winery  
19:30 - Official dinner (Venue: Achaia Clauss Wine Castle)
Opening remarks: BSEC - CPMR - PABSEC 
Welcome address by Ms. Christina ALEXOPOULOU
Former Deputy Minister of Transport, Member of the Hellenic Parliament

	22:00
	Return by bus 














THURSDAY 28 MAY 2026
	8:30 - 9:00
	Transfers to the meeting venue from designated meeting points
Arrival of participants  

	09:00 – 09:30
	Registration

	09:20
	Family Photo



Conference Opening and Introduction of the Proceedings
Ms. Irene Kafousia
On behalf of the Region of Western Greece
	INSTITUTIONAL OPENING

	




9:30 – 10:00


	
Welcome address by Mr. Fokion ZAIMIS
President of the CPMR Balkan & Black Sea Commission
Deputy Governor of Achaia, Region of Western Greece

GREETINGS:
· Keynote Address by Ms. Dubravka ŠUICA 
European Commissioner for the Mediterranean 

· Mr. Nektarios FARMAKIS
Governor of the Region of Western Greece 
· H.E. Mr. Harry THEOHARIS 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic
· Ms. Mariëtte van LEEUWEN
1st Vice-President of the CPMR, Regional Minister of Zuid-Holland
· H.E. Ambassador Lazar COMANESCU
Secretary General of the Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
· Ms. Valentina COBZAREANU
Deputy Secretary General in charge of Interparliamentary Relations and Protocol of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC)



	10:00 -10:30        
	Coffee Break




	
SESSION 1: ENERGY NETWORKS AND SUSTAINABLE OPPORTUNITIES 
IN THE CPMR & BSEC REGIONS


	Moderator:
	Mr. Fokion ZAIMIS
President of the CPMR BBSC, Deputy Governor of Achaia, Region of Western Greece

	





10:30 -11:30


	· Prof. Nikolaοs FARANTOURIS
Member of the European Parliament, European Chair Jean Monnet, Department of International & European Studies, University of Piraeus, Greece
· Ms. Maria SFERRUZZA
CEO of the Operator of the Greek National Natural Gas System - DESFA S.A.
· Prof. Andreas KAZANTZIDIS
Dept. of Physics, University of Patras, Greece, Member of Board of Directors – International Solar Energy Society
· Mr. Bogdan STOLOJESCU
Counsellor, Directorate for External Relations, Ministry of Energy of Romania

	11.30 – 12.00
	Discussion - Q&A Session 


 
	12:00 – 14:00
	Lunch break - Venue: Conference Hall 



	
SESSION 2: TRANSPORT AND CONNECTIVITY 
IN THE CPMR & BSEC REGIONS
 

	Moderator:
	Ambassador Dimitrios RALLIS
Deputy Secretary General of BSEC PERMIS

	



14:15 -15:30


	· H.E. Mr. Apostolos TZITZIKOSTAS
European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism
· Mr. Dimitrios AVRAMOPOULOS
Member of the Hellenic Parliament and former European Commissioner
· Mr. Panagiotis ANASTASOPOULOS
President of the Hellenic Ports Association, CEO of Patras Port Authority, Greece
· Prof. Yorgos STEPHANEDES
Dept. of Civil Engineering, University of Patras, Greece

· Mr. George ALEXAKIS
CPMR Vice-President responsible for Transport & Accessibility, Vice Governor, Region of Crete, Greece
· Mr. Alish ISMAYILOV
Policy Analyst at the International Transport Forum (ITF)

	15:30 –16:00
	Discussion - Q&A Session



	[bookmark: _Hlk223693327]16:00 -16:30        
	Coffee Break



	
SESSION 3: CLIMATE CHANGE AND WATER RESILIENCE 
IN THE CPMR & BSEC REGIONS


	
Moderator:
	Ambassador Venera DOMI
BSEC PERMIS Executive Manager responsible for Environmental Issues

	16:30 -17:15

 
	· Dr. Dionysia – Theodora AVGERINOPOULOU
Member of the Hellenic Parliament, Chair of the Special Parliamentary Committee on Environmental Protection
· Prof. Xiao Yun ZHENG
Hubei University, China, President of IRCHA & China Institute for Yangtze River Culture Studies
· Ms. Tatjana HEMA
Coordinator, UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP), Secretariat of the Barcelona Convention
· Ms. Irina MAKARENKO
Pollution Monitoring and Assessment Officer
Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution

	17:15 –17:30
	Discussion - Q&A Session



End of proceedings
	17:45
	Departure from the meeting venue and transfer to the designated meeting points



	Free Evening






FRIDAY 29 MAY 2026
	08:30 –09:00
	Transfers to the meeting venue from designated meeting points



	
SESSION 4: STRATEGIC TOURISM COOPERATION 
IN THE CPMR & BSEC REGIONS


	Moderator:
	Dr. Konstantinos KAPODISTRIAS 
Deputy Regional Governor of   Zakynthos, Region of Ionian Islands, Greece

	9:00 -09:45

	· Ms.  Sofia VOULTEPSI
PABSEC Vice-President, Head of the PABSEC Hellenic Delegation
· Ms. Irina COZMA
EUSDR Priority Area 3 “Culture & Tourism” Coordinator, Ministry of Public Works, Development and Administration, Romania
· Dr. Lavrentios VASILEIADIS
Director in the Department of Culture, Tourism and Employment in the Region of Western Greece

	09:45-10:00
	Discussion - Q&A Session



	
SESSION 5: STRENGTHENING REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS IN THE BLUE ECONOMY: SKILLS, INNOVATION & REST-COAST SOLUTIONS FOR COASTAL RESTORATION


	Moderator:
	Ms. Ipek HOKKACI
BSEC Consultant, EU Projects Implementation 

	10:00 –11:00
	· Dr. Michael CHATZIEFSTATHIOU
Ministry of Rural Development and Food, Directorate General of Fisheries, Greece, EUSAIR Pillar 1 “Blue Sustainable Economy” Coordinator 
· Prof. Agustin Arcilla-SANCHEZ
Project Coordinator of the REST-COAST, Spain
· Mr. Robert RAKAR 
CEO, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Primorska, Slovenia 
· Ms. Miriam MOYES 
Catalan Regional Government, Spain
· Ms. Gabriela POPOVA
PENSOFT, Bulgaria
· Ambassador Georgi PANAYOTOV 
BSEC PERMIS Executive Manager responsible for EU Project Implementation



	
Parallel Session 1: IDRON Project: Innovative Dual sustainable solutions for Rural water scarcity and use Optimization


	9:00 -09:45

	· Prof. Ierotheos ZACHARIAS
Dept. of Civil Engineering, University of Patras, Greece
· Mr. Stavros DANIELIDES
Member of the Administrative Committee as Head of the General Commercial Registry (G.E.MI.) and Business Services, President of the Local and Regional Development Sector of the Ilia Chamber of Commerce, Greece

	09:45-10:00
	Discussion - Q&A Session




	Parallel Session 2: GERM OF LIFE Project - Digital Drought Risk Management enabling the drought mitigation and adaptation strategies for the restoration of the ecosystem equilibrium in Mediterranean European Countries


	10:00 – 10:45
	· Prof. Athanassios ARGIRIOU
Laboratory of Atmospheric & Environmental Physics, Department of Physics, University of Patras, Germ of Life Project Coordinator
· Ms. Iro TSIMPRI
Vice-President of European LEADER Association for Rural Development (ELARD), General Director of Achaia Development Agency S.A., Greece
· Ms. Margarita CHRYSAKI
Communication/Policy/Project Officer NEREUS Secretariat-Network of European Regions Using Space Technologies
·    Prof. Enric AGUILAR
Senior Researcher, Centre for Climate Change C3, Director, University Institute for Research in Sustainability, Climate Change and Energy Transition (IU-RESCAT), Rovira i Virgili, University, Tarragona, Spain


	10:45 -11:00
	Discussion - Q&A Session



	11:15 -11:20
	Presentation of Conference’s Outcome by Mr. Stavros KALOGNOMOS, Executive Secretary of the CPMR Balkan & Black Sea Commission

	11:20 - 11:25
	Wrap-up by Mr. Fokion ZAIMIS, President of the CPMR Balkan & Black Sea Commission, Deputy Governor of Achaia, Region of Western Greece

	11:25 - 11:30
	Concluding remarks by Ambassador Lazar COMANESCU, Secretary General of the Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)





End of proceedings









CULTURAL PROGRAMME


FRIDAY 29 MAY 2026 (OPTIONAL)
	EXCURSION AND LUNCH AT ANCIENT OLYMPIA


	11:30 
	Departure from the meeting venue by bus 
(arrival Ancient Olympia at 13:30)


	13:30-16:30 
	Visit of Archaeological Site of Olympia and surrounding area including lunch offered by the hosts (Region of Western Greece)


	16.30 
	Return by bus to Patras (arrival at 18:30)  


	
	Transfers to Athens International Airport




SATURDAY 30 MAY 2026 (OPTIONAL)
Study visit (9:30 -13:30)
· Archaeological Museum of Patras
· Roman Stadium of Patras
· Patras Castle

* Note: The organisers will provide return transfers to Athens International Airport during all conference days, in accordance with the individual travel arrangements of the participants. 
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